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to you also." Every one laughed, and fell on our poor ex-
Zelator, till he became thoroughly ashamed of himself. He
left the house with promise of speedy payment, and before
sunset his younger brother had brought the money in question,
thus preventing further sarcasms. But 'Abd-el-Kereem never
crossed our threshold again, nor did we much regret him.

I had a much more favourable specimen of the learned or
semi-learned class in a third patient of note, 'Abd-er-Bahman,
the Metow'waa' or chaplain of the palace. For years past he
had been subject to attacks of severe nervous headache, and he
was actually labouring under a paroxysm which confined him
to his room, and rendered him incapable of performing his
clerical functions. Djowhar, who already felt and acknow-
ledged an amelioration in his health, had by this time esta-
blished the good reputation of his doctor in the palace; and at
his suggestion the Metow'waa' sent for me, with a message of
uncommon urgency.

His apartments, directly opposite to those of Mahboob, were
spacious and well-furnished, and contained, amon^ other
articles, about forty volumes, printed or manuscript, on various
subjects; a very fair library for Arabia. In spite of pain, he
mustered up all the elegant pedantry of grammar in the
exposure of his case ; and when, after two or three days, a
proper treatment had relieved him of his tortures, he proved a
very interesting acquaintance, infinitely more amiable and
open than 'Abd-el-Kereem. In his rooms I learnt much of the
history of Moseylemah, of the Wahhabee, of the religious state
of Nejed in old times, and many similar topics; some of these
particulars have already been recorded in my narrative, some
are yet to come. Nay, the worthy chaplain knew by heart
many chapters of Moseylemah's burlesque Goran, and would
recite them with full appreciation of their coarse humour.
Hither, as to a common centre, resorted many of the young
students in law and divinity already alluded to, and would
discuss before me moral questions or points of dogma after
their fashion, for 'Abd-er-Bahman was not only leasned, but
agreeably communicative, and M, good speaker, and drew these
pale thin luds around him, till most regarded him as their
guide and master.